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SOUTHERN PACIFIC's "Argonaut", train number 5, 
arriving at Los Angeles union station on 
November 18, 1945. On the head end is engine 
#5011, a three-cylinder 4-10-8.--H.L.Kelso 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We regret that we were not able to work-in the Bay 
Area fan trip over the Sacramento City Lines into our 
publication schedule, Our notice was so short that we 
were forced to resort to personal cards to notiry North- 
ern Caliiornia members and subscribers. Apparently those 
in charge of National publicity were more "certain" about 
the trip than the local representitives. We trust that 
all who could make the trip were notified in time. Rest 
assured that we will make every etfort to keep our readers 
informed of all ran trips. In this instance we can 
give credit to art Lloyd, Ken Kidder, Bill Billings and 
Bob Burrowes for a fine. organizational job. They worked 
under a handicap oft a quick decision to tour the Sacramentc 
lines before &bandonment and for that can be forgiven the 
time and the circumstances of the trip. 


We recieved many interesting 
holiday greetings which we hope to be 
able to publish for the rine photo- 
graphs they contained. By all means 
continue to send in your "Favorite 
Railphotos", current news snaps and 
views suitable for the front cover. 

Below are listed a few more rail 
slogans contributed since the last 
issue by our readers. 


Super-Traffic Plan 


"THE LAGOON LINE"---Sealt Lake and Ogden Electric Railway, now 
the Bemberger Electric. 

"La JOLLA LINE"---Los Angeles and San Diego Beach Railway, 
later abandoned though right of way became San Diego Electric 

"PREPCO"---Portland Electric Power Company operating the electric 
interurbans out of Portland, Oregon, to Oregon City and 

hame 

oTMLAND EMPIRE SYSTEM"---Spokane and Inland Empire Ry., later 
Spokane, Coeur d'alene and Palouse, now Great Northern. 

"NEVADA SHORT LINE"---Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad slogan, 
though a shortline with the same name also operated in Nevada 

"THE REDWOOD ROUTE"---California Western Railroad and Navagation 
Company, in addition to their slogan "Thru the Redwoods". . 

“THE BIG RED CARS"---Southern Pacific's electric lines, especially 
used by the Interurban Electric Railway and Pacific Elettric, 


* ISLAND ROUTE"---Los Angeles Terminal Railway operating 
- local steam service in Southern California back in the 
90's. Now part of Union rage ge a ea 
"THE KITE SHAPED TRACK"---Southern California Railway r 
Los Angeles via Pasadena to San Bernagdino thense loop 
via Redlands and Highland and ys = Los angeles via 
iverside and Fullerton. Now Santa Fe. 
"THE BALLOON ROUTE"-=-Los Angeles-Pacific Railroad,now part 
of the Pacific Electrice 
"FROM THE MOUNTAINS TO THE SEA", "“SPEED-COMFORT-SAFETY", 
"RIDE THE BIG RED CARS"---old Pacific Electric slogans 
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My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Ted Eriksen 





I have selected Northwestern Pacific locomotive Number 
109 as my favorite photograph. Taken at Sausalito, California, 
this photograph to me represents the last of a gallant and 
giorious railroad era which once florishec in the Redwood 
Empires Both the locomotive and the location are left-overs 
or another day. The Northwestern Pacific has moved its 
headquarters to San Rafeel farther north on its main line, 
Today one could easily say that the Northwestern Pacific runs 
only a spur into Sausalito, where at one time the ferries 
disgorged hundreds or people taking the Northwestern Pacific 
trains into the Redwood Empire. 

It seemed, as I gazed at the old engine resting there 
on the rusty rails which were once part or the main line to 
the north, that I was locking upon the last remnants of 
days gone by which will never return. 











SOUTHERN PACIFIC ORDERS NEW REFRIGERATOR CARS 

Purchase of 2,000 new refrigerator cars at 
a cost of about $12,000,000 has been author- 
ized by the Southern Pacitic and Union Pacilic, 
joint owners or the Pacific Fruit Expresse 

Last year the Pacific Fruit Express added 
1000 new cars at a cost of $5,296,000. Dis- 
pite the retiring of old cars the Pacific Fruit Express 
now has 36,528 in the national refrigerator car pool, more 
than than the company had in the pool shortly after Pearl 
Harbor by 327. --- from Se Pe release. 
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SANTA CRUZ BEACH RAILROAD ABANDONED 


after 354 years the miniature railroad at the beach has 
pulled up its tracks. It is gone primarily because it had 
ceased to be a money maker. Back of that is @ quisk of youth. 
ful psychology reported from parks and resorts all over the 
somey? Streemlined miniature trains modeled on the latest 
in railroading failed to attract riders as do those which use 
a puffing old-style locomotive. 

Back of the miniature railroad on Santa Cruz beach lies 
a story of Fred Swanton, whose dynamic promotions made him a 
figure of heroic size in the town where he was mayor 15 years 
ago.e The Casa del Rey Hotel had just been finished--one of 
Fred Swanton's promotions--when Fred was irked at the prospect 
of paying railroad fares on a trip east to buy furnishings. 

From a logging operation on the slopes of Loma Prieta 
Fred obtained «» miniature locomotive. Tracks were laid from 
the Gasino to the river with a sweeping tunnel turn. 

To the Secretary of State at Sacramento Fred sent, with 
the $50 fee, incorporation papers for the "Santa Cruz Beach 
Railroad. Then the dynamic Swanton sent out elaborate "Courtesy" 
passes to the presidents of all the major railroads in the 
country--and received the courtesv in return. He made his 
trip east without buying tickets. 


The original puffing steam engine stayed for several years 
doing duty at the beach for three summer months and returning 
to logging operations on Loma Prieta for the rest of the year. 
When a substitute was built with an automobile engine as motive 
power, the appearance of an old style steam locomotive was 
preserved. Still later the train was "streamlined", with the 
motor from a Bodge truck installed, but e non-puffing streamlined 
train failed to attract riders as had its predecessors. 

--Santa Cruz Sentinel-News, November 25, 1945 


Reviews of Railway Literature 





Capt. Shaw has forwarded one of his 1946 "Railroadian" 
calendars carrying a large size drawing, map and discript- 
ion of the Virginie & Truckee. The large red and yellow 
poster is quite a collector's item and well worth the 50¢ 
asked for it. The address: 334 §. Van Ness, SeFe 3. 


Railroad Boosters of Los Angeles have been maintain- 
ing a regular publication schedule with their "Wheel 
Clicks" and the current issue has been expanded to four 
large size pages of off-set printing. Some very inter- 
esting re-prints of articles from various employee 
magazines have reatured rescent issues. address: RRB, 


Box 5279, Metropolitan Station, Los angeles 55, Calir. 





MENTION "THE WESTERN RAILROADER" TO YOUR CORRESFONDENTS 
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LOS ANGELES TRANSIT #1287 as remodeled by 
the new management for streamlined service. 
On #7 line, 12/29/45 by Jack whitmeyer 


WHEEL REPORTS FROM THE ORANGE EMPIRE 
By Jack Whitmeyer 


(This is a condensed version of Jack whitmeyer's recond 
of events in the area of Southern California known as "The 
Orange Empire". Having in mind that Jack is only recently 
out of the service we will forgive repétition oi events that 
have taken place some time during the war.---Editor) 


The LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES is not only bringing out PCC's 
in the new colors, but 1287 which has been stream-styled has 
the new colors. Skirts clear around the body and life guards 
have been added while the renders and root numbers have been 
eliminated. 

The ROSE BOWL at Pasadena again resulted in a railfan's 
day ot oddities with the Pacific Electric operating Pasadena 
trains out of Sixth and Main through the station. Fasadena 
service was pendered by 950's, 1000's, 1100's, 1200's and 600's. 
Santa Anita Was served by the USMC 300's and 4600's whose 
extreme clearance barred them from Pasadena service. FeCeoCe's 
took over Hill St and Hollywood Blvd. as well as Glendale and 
Burbakk. 100 class cars were equipped with subway trips for 
Santa Monica Blv@ee 950's ran the Venice Short Line. 4500's 
worked the Long Beach line exclusively. 4600's and a few 
1200's rilled out the gan Pedro and Santa Ana runs. 


Long Beach's Pacific Electric station is a bee 4 
activity with a 20 minute headway on both the ee y-m l 
Angeles and Long Beach-San Pedro lines during the day making 
Ocean Avenue a busy spot.e Two and three car @rains are 
Seemingly discherging or taking on great hords of passengers 
at all times. Los Angeles-Long Beach trains are made up 
almost exclusively of 4500 class (ex-N.WeP.) and 4600 class 
(ex-I.E.R. equipment with 1200 class equipment almost a rarity 
on this route. San Fedro-Long Beach trains consist of two 
end three car trains or 1000 and 1200 class equipment. 
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YOSEMITE VALLEY CARS GO TO SANTA MARIA VALLEY 

Caboose #17 and four bottom dump cars formerly 
used in cement service on the Yosemite Valley Rail- 
road have been sold to the Santa Maria Valley. The 
dump cars are numbers 1225, 1235, 1246 and 1248, ana 
were originally Great Northern ore cars.--Sims 





On the old ¥.V. itself, engines 22 and 23, 4-4-0's, are 
used alternately between Merced and railhead where the scrapper 
is pulling up the rails using an autom&tic spike puller. The 
engines are backed up the canyon with a full tank of o1l. When 
the oil runs low, the engines head back to Merced with a train 
of rails and tiese El Portel yards are now torn up and rails 
are now gohe east of a point about half way between Moss Canyon 
and Incline. --- Stanley Snook 


NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC TIED UF BY SLIDES 
The Northwestern Pacific main line was tied up 
by a 600 root slide at milepost 249 from November 24 
to December 13. Passenger trains operated only to 
Willets, though mail and express went as far as South 
Fork. Another 150 foot slide on December 26 as well 
as other washouts tide up the entire line vec tiring all bus 
schedules.for a couple of days. January 6 annather slide covere 
the track, but by January 9th trains began running again.--Borden 
Southern Pacific engines 2303 and 2304, 4-6-O's, have 
replaced SePe 3102 and 3106, 4-6-2's, in NeWeP.e service. The 
3100's have been sent back to the Southern Pacific. - Eriksen 





BAY POINT & CLAYTON RAILROAD TO END SERVICE 

The Bay Point & Clayton, scene of the Northern Cal's first 
steam excursion, will retire from common carrier operations as 
the UeSe Navy has taken over a mgjor part of its line in connect- 
ion with the Port Chicago ammunition depot. For a time the 
BP& did switching with its own engines and leased SP. power, 
but bhe Navy has now apparently decided to save itself that 
expense€e A statement from the company was to the effect 
that they expected to go out of business December $l, 1945. 

---Editor 


SANTA FE RENUMBERS S\ITCH ENGINES 
Sixewheel steam switch engines of the 2000 
series are being renumbered in the 9000 series 
by the Santa Fe Railway apparently to clear the 
2000's for new dlesel-electrics. The renumber- 
ing retains the last two numbers so as ho not 
change the sequence. --- Snook. 


A four car train of former Interurban Electric traiters 
used by the Santa Fe as special sections between Los Angeles 
and San Diego was hit by a ran-away truck in)San Diego and 
cars 437 and 448 were seriously dammaged. = Flemming & Sanders 


SAN DIEGO FERRIES LOOK TO FUTURE 

Two former San Diego-Coronado Ferries, now retired by 
modern diesel boats, are scheduled for other post war usese 
The "Morena" which was used by the UeSe Navy as an anti-aircrait 
gunnery school during the war is now up for sale. The "Ramona 
is scheduled to be converted to a floating cafe if the harbor 
commission approves. --- Eric Sanders 
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PROPOSED DOWNTOWN SUBWAY SETUP 


A subway under downtown] Using these figures, the first linking suburban 
Broadway, coupled with in-|speaker, Charles DeLeuw of Chiof (2i) Sn’. Wine emumunities 
creased rail rapid transit lines|cago, virtually ruled out thé with the downtown area. Com- 
along present or proposed auto| possibility that future mass paring the relative 
freeway routes, was offered by/|transportation requirements can 
nationally known traffic experts|be met by bus traffic alone, as tomobiles, d rail 
yesterday as a Partial solution /this would require peak opera- he pointed out that an addition 
to Los Angeles’ transportation|tions of 978- public vehicles in| o¢ 15 per cent to the parkway 
troubles. the central business district at} idth for a rail right of way will 

The proposals were made at/ present and as many as 1300 increase the number of persons 
the opening session of a three-| within five years. transported on the artery sev- 
day transportation “clinic” which} peLeuw, who is a traffic con-| eral hundred per cent. 

Mayor Bowron and the City|sultant for the city of Chicago, 
Council convened to hear re-| advocated instead that provision 
pel on Ay of lo. pep edn voy ial 
eal transit and traffic ills. a . 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTE 

. The Western Pacific has replaced #152, 0-6-0, 
with #509, a 660-hp diesel-electric as switcher at 
San Jose. A 1000-hp diesel-electric is reported 
scheduled to replace #99, 4-6-0, on the San Jose- 
Niles local freight. Engine #156, 0-6-0 is stand- 
by at San Jose Roundhouse. -- Norman Holmes, USA 


GREAT NORTHERN ORDERS "JUICE HOGS" 

The Great Northern Railway has ordered two hmge for 
delivery late in 1946. The 101 foot long, 15,000 hep. 
engines are claimed to be the world's largest single-cab 
electpic locomotives. They will be used on the Great 
Northern's Cascade electrification between Wenachee and 
Skykomish, Washington. --- We Ee Thayer 


The Great Northern's Pacific Northwest electrificatim 
has been written up in a data sheet by the Electric Rail- 
roader's Association as number 135 in their "Electric Rail- 
roads" series. Their "ERA Headlights", a mimeograph news 
sheet is well worth having. Address: 51 W. 35th st, Nyc 1 
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SACRAMENTO CITY LINES TO ABANDON STREET RAILWAY 
All of the remaining street car lines in Sacramento are 

scheduled to be meplaced by bus service by the end of Merch 

according to a report in Bus Transportation. ‘he 40 street 

cars are scheduled to be replaced by 45 busses. Since the 

time was set before the General Motors Strike, it is not 

known what effect the strike will have on the bus substitution, 






KEY NOTES 
The first trolley bus line in the East Bay may 
be Key System's #7 line in North Berkeley. A.C.F- 
Brill was scheduled to deliver tpolley coaches to 
Key System before December 351 according to a National 
magazine. 
The Key System has reduced the transbay fare to 20/7 cash 
after the State agreed to reduce bridge tolls 3/4 of a cent. 
Key System's old veteran street car #271 is back in 
service. Favorite of the railfans, she was built in 1902 for 
the Lehigh Transit. -=- Tussing 






SAN FRANCISCO CARFANS REPORT 
The Municipal Railway of San Francisco ran 

its last car on 20th Avenue when the last car of 
the #17 line pulled into the barn at 2:31 a.m. on 
December 23, 1945. Extra #7 cars on Lincoln Way 
as far as 20th¢eAvenue help to take up the down- 
town portion. Bus #3 on 19th Avenue transfers 

to the #7 cars replacing 17 car service. 

Market Street grogge | cars numbers 180 and 265 are re- 
numbered 480 and 665 to eliminated corresponding series on 
the Municipal system, but as yet this is only in the experi- 
mental stage.--Graham 

Painted in the Municipal's yellow and blue are former 
H Market Cars 147, 510, 503 and 519. Also yellow and blue 
‘ is Market car 887 which is now the student instruction car 
out of Turk and Fillmore Barn. Cars 874, 887, 891 and 906 
are instruction cars out of McAllister, Turk & Fillmore, 
Geneva and Sutro barns respectivelysGoiding, Nicholas 

Potrero Vorporation yard has been fitted out as a trolley 
ee pee pending delivery or the new trolley coaches for 
the E line. 


Track renewal on Mission Street between Twelfth Street, 
and Fourteenth has been completed. --jiard 
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